ALL ROADS LEAD TO ROME

Romans 1:1-17

...our beloved brother Paul also according to the wisdom
given unto him hath written unto you; as also in
all his epistles, speaking in them of these things; in which are
some things hard to be understood, which they that are
unlearned and unstable wrest, as they do also the other
scriptures, unto their own destruction.

2 Peter 3:15-16

In Acts 21:11, Paul was warned that should he continue to go
towards Jerusalem, he would be bound hand and foot.
Perhaps in this warning, Paul sensed an urgency if he was
ever to reach Rome. On this third missionary journey he set
forth the doctrines of the faith addressed to those believers
he had yet to meet. Consequently, Paul seeks to link himself
to his readers in four ways:

HE PRESENTS HIS CREDENTIALS 1:1

He is a servant of Jesus Christ. There were no less than six
Greek words denoting servitude, and from these, Paul
deliberately chose the strongest one (doulos) to describe the
most absolute service rendered. The word literally refers to a
slave purchased in the market and Paul uses it for several
reasons:

The term would be familiar to those living in
Rome. Over six million slaves were owned as
property throughout the Empire.

Paul was illustrating the fact that Christ had
purchased his soul out of the world marketplace.
He belonged to the Lord.

By identifying himself as a possession of Christ,
Paul acknowledged that not only was he obliged
to serve the Lord, but that the Lord was
responsible for his well-being also.



In listing his servanthood first, Paul is letting the
reader know what his priority is in life: to serve
Jesus Christ. As a slave, his service would be
unconditional...any where, any time, any place.

He is sent as an apostle. The word apostle literally means
‘one who is sent by authority with a commission.” Paul is
indirectly pointing out he has the right to present the gospel,
which he will explain in the next few verses. False teachers
were everywhere, and many believers were forced into their
own understanding concerning church doctrine. Paul settles
the matter at the beginning: what he has to say comes from
God.

He is separated unto the gospel. This was no small matter.
Just as Jeremiah (Jeremiah 1:5) and John the Baptist (Luke
1:15) had been chosen before birth to bring God’s message, so
too, had Paul been chosen before he was born. There were
four ‘separations’ in Paul's life:

in his mother's womb Galatians 1:15

as a Pharisee set apart unto the Law Philippians 3:5

on the road to Damascus at his conversion Acts 9:15-16
at Antioch he was called to missions Acts 13:1-2

In another sense, the word separated comes from the Greek
word aphorizo, meaning ‘to set apart by distinct boundaries.’
Again, Paul chose this word specifically to illustrate there was
no going back as far as he was concerned. Perhaps there had
been believers in Rome who had given up on Christianity and
simply returned to their old lives. Paul was setting himself up
as the example to follow.



HE PROPOUNDS HIS MESSAGE 1:2-7

propound = to put forth for consideration

NOTE: Paul identifies himself with the gospel of God. Gospel means
‘good news’ and is the message that Christ died for our sins, was buried,
and rose again, and now is able to save all who trust Him (1 Corinthians
15:1-4). But notice the progression in the way Paul presents it:

It is God's gospel (1:1) because it was not
invented by man

It is the gospel of Christ (1:16) because it
centers in Christ, the Savior

In 1:9 Paul calls it the ‘gospel of His Son’
indicating Christ is God.

Paul calls it ‘my gospel’ (16:25-26); he means
the special emphasis he gave in his ministry to
the doctrine for the Church and the place of the
Gentiles in the plan of God

The gospel is not new. Paul said the Old Testament prophets
spoke of it. Therefore, in Romans he quotes from the OT sixty-
one times and alludes to it in types and symbols more than
that. This would be of special interest to the Jews because
their first thought on any matter is 'How old is it? ‘Can it be
found or measured in our scriptures?’ One would have to settle
this matter before getting anywhere with a Jewish person.

Not only did the Old Testament prophets foretell it, the gospel
was promised afore; that is, before time itself. The gospel is
not an afterthought of God...He did not just throw it together.
Genesis 3:15 is the earliest mention of the gospel message in
the Bible, but even before then, God had His eye set on saving
sinful man (1 Peter 1:19-20).

Note: This totally refutes any claims by cults to have a new
and exotic truth concerning the gospel.

The gospel is about Jesus. To us this may sound redundant,
but many churches seem uninformed on this point. Much is
preached from pulpits today and called the gospel, but it has
nothing to do with Christ. Jesus is the Author and Finisher of
our faith (Hebrews 12:2)...it begins and ends with Him. Notice
how, in using Jesus’ full name and title, Paul affirms four
important truths:
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Son illustrates Christ's unique relationship to
the Father

Jesus shows His humanity; it is an earthly name

Christ speaks of His messianic office; He is
the Anointed One

Lord identifies His exalted position and person,
the Lord Jehovah

Even the order in which Paul uses these titles is important:

He is first the Son of God; He existed from all
eternity. In the fullness of time, He came to earth
with the announcement...

‘His name shall be called Jesus.” (Matthew 1:21) He
lived on this earth for thirty years, growing strong in
spirit and wisdom (Luke 2:52). Finally came the day
when He was baptized and the Spirit of God anointed
Him, which is what...

Christ means. First the disciples acknowledged Him as
such (John 1:417) and then He offered Himself as the
Messiah, only to be rejected by Israel. One day,
however, every knee shall bow and acknowledge that
Jesus Christ is:

Lord, the name God gave Him and highly exalted above
every other name (Philippians 2:8).

The gospel was manifested through the incarnation. In
other words, the gospel was made real by Christ's becoming
human. He had to be human in order to pay the price for sin.
The price required a perfect death and God cannot die.
Therefore, in becoming human, Christ was able to pay our sin
debt, and show us how to live.

Also, notice the usual expression born is not used. This is
because Jesus was not born...He always was. The term was
made is used in the New Testament (Galatians 4:4, John 1:14)
to illustrate the creative act of God, whereby He somehow
took the eternal Spirit of His Son, joined it to the seed of the
woman, and brought forth the man, Jesus.
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Likewise, our Lord’s humanity, or ‘flesh,” came from the seed of
David. Matthew begins his narrative this way (Matthew 1:1)
and the New Testament closes with this same truth
(Revelation 22:16), declared by Christ Himself. This is done to
remind us Jesus is the King, and some day He will come and
sit on the throne of his father, David.

The gospel was declared through the resurrection. \Whereas
Jesus had to be human in order to pay the price for our sin, He
also had to be God in order for the payment to be perfect. In
verse four, Paul contrasts Christ's humanity with His divinity.
The term ‘spirit of holiness’ is not a reference to the Holy Spirit,
although He certainly is a part of it. Rather, it is an expression
used to designate the being or essence of God, for God is first
of all spirit (John 4:24).

The verbs Paul utilizes are important as well. As to Jesus'’
humanity, He was made of David's seed. But as to His deity,
Christ was declared. Human flesh is a created thing: it has a
beginning and an ending. The Divine nature, however, exists
from eternity and needed only to be declared in order for men
to see it.

The word declared comes from the Greek word horizo (from
which we get our English word ‘horizon’), and literally means
to mark out by sure signs.” Thus, God's clear boundary
between earth and heaven is Jesus Christ. Likewise, Christ’s
resurrection from the dead was a necessary sign pointing to
His claim to be God:

He was in the world, and the world was made by Him,
and the world knew Him not. He came unto His own,
and His own received him not (John 1:10-11). Later, in
John 2:19, the Jews came to Jesus and asked for a
sign proving His claim to be their Messiah. Jesus told
them: ‘Destroy this Temple, and in three days | will
raise it up.’

NOTE: some translate the phrase ‘from the dead’ as ‘OF the

dead, indicating a further confirmation of Christ’s deity

see John 5:21, 1 Corinthians 15:22
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